
  

MURRAY CITY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 

District #1 
_______________________________________________________ 

The Murray City Municipal Council held a neighborhood meeting to share property tax 
information on Thursday, June 28, 2018 at the Murray City Center, Council Chambers, 5025 
South State Street, Murray, Utah. 
 
The meeting was conducted by Dave Nicponski, District 1  

Council Members Present: 

Dave Nicponski, Council District 1 
Dale Cox, Council District 2 

              Jim Brass, Council District 3 
Brett Hales, Council District 5  
Diane Turner, Council District 4  
 
City Staff Present: 
Mayor Camp 
Doug Hill, Chief Administrative Officer 
Jennifer Heaps, Communications & Public Relations Director 
Danyce Steck, Finance Director 
Jan Lopez, Council Director 
Pattie Johnson, Council Office 
Joe Tarver, Police Chief 
Jon Harris, Fire Chief 
Danny Astill, Public Works Director 
Kim Sorensen, Parks and Recreation Director 
Chad Pascua, Firefighter 
Cameron Willden, Firefighter 
Brian MacNeil, Firefighter 
Steve Ellefsen, Firefighter 
Brenda Moore, Finance 
Daren Wightman, Firefighter 
Steve Roberson, Firefighter 
 
Other’s in Attendance 
Citizens 
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Introduction and Welcome – Dave Nicponski 
 

Mr. Nicponski welcomed and thanked citizens for attending the neighborhood meeting. He 
introduced city council members, council staff, Mayor Camp, Mr. Hill and Danyce Steck, Finance 
Director.  
 
Mr. Nicponski noted the meeting was held to explain some of the challenges faced as the 
budget was prepared for the year, which would describe why a property tax increase was 
proposed for both the City and the Library. He commented that it was not a solution that came 
easily, however, the goal is to continue to provide the services citizens expect, deserve and 
enjoy. As the budget process began back in January, the council met with city administration to 
discuss their challenges and needs. During that meeting, priorities were set for the budget, 
balancing both department needs and essentials in the community. The council’s priority is to 
ensure that a community that is both safe and affordable is maintained and that the needs of 
the place we all call home are being met. 
 
Mr. Nicponski explained that he would allow Danyce Steck, Finance Director, about 20 minutes 
for the property tax presentation. Following that he would take questions and comments from 
the attendees. It was expected that the meeting would last until about 8:00 p.m. 
 
Presentation – Danyce Steck, Finance Director   (See Attachment #1)                      
 
Citizen Comments – Dave Nicponski 

 
Ms. Steck explained that citizen comments would be taken at this time. Speakers would have 
three minutes to speak, and that the citizen comment form would need to be filled out. Mr. 
Nicponski invited people to step to the microphone and state their name and address.  
 
Jon Siddoway 
 
Mr. Siddoway noted that he is a business owner in Murray and he has a problem with fiscal 
responsibility related to properties that are tax exempt. He said that he pays for three school 
districts and two libraries. His taxes had increased since 2007 from $5,000 to $11,000. He 
recognized that during the downturn, he could not increase costs for his renters, although, with 
any current increases, his renters will carry the majority of them. Anyone that does business 
with him will have the expenses passed on to them.  
 
He asked if businesses, such as Costco, for example, had property tax exemptions. Ms. Steck 
replied that no businesses have tax exemptions.  
 
He then mentioned police calls on his properties and said that they come when called, although, 
they do not monitor the area where he has drug and alcohol use behind his property. He has 
installed razor wire, which has been removed more than once. He said he does not mind paying 
taxes, and he loves the police department, however, he asked that police drive in and flash 
lights around the property a few times each night. 
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Finally, he talked about the storm drain fee that was charged a few years ago. He complained 
that there is no storm drain on his property and that the city has informed him he must pump 
out his own grease drain.  
 
He commented that he would like to receive commensurate services for the property tax 
increase.  
 
In response to another question, Mr. Nicponski stated that there would be no citizen vote for 
the property tax increase, however, it was noted that there would be a public hearing on August 
14, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. prior to city council consideration of the property tax increase.   

 
 The county would not vote on their tax increase the same night. The county decides the date  

of the Truth in Taxation hearing for all municipalities and taxing entities so that there is no 
overlap.  

 
 Betty Larocco          
 

Ms. Larocco asked why the city allowed so many tax exempt entities to locate in Murray, leaving 
the tax burden on the residents. The majority of the residents in the room were senior citizens 
on a fixed income and cannot afford for the taxes to keep going up. She said her taxes have 
more than doubled in the 20 years she has lived in her home. She said maybe Murray City is not 
getting the increase but someone is.  
 
Ms. Steck said that the tax exempt entities do not pay taxes, however, they all pay utilities and 
contribute to the General Fund through the 8% utility transfers that are done. She said about 
700,000 patients visit the Intermountain Medical Center (IMC) each year and these people shop, 
eat and spend money in Murray City which contributes to the sales tax revenue and subsidizes 
so much of the budget. Property tax is the most stable revenue because when the economy 
suffers, people don’t spend money on cars and other goods.  
 
Further discussion took place on zoning and Mr. Brass added that the city expected an outdoor 
mall type development with a movie theater, however, that theater group declared bankruptcy 
soon after and the medical center went in instead with a level one trauma center. This is a 
benefit to the community, but the city does increase its daytime population from about 50,000 
to 150,000 with all the businesses, hospital and mall.  
 
Earle Hollingshead  
 
Mr. Hollingshead said that he is on a fixed income and had been in his house since 1958. 
Property tax has increased from $300 to $1,300. Because he lives east of 900 East, he said he 
does not have the garbage collection or Murray power and water. He said it is hard to raise this 
money, although, it goes for good purposes. He goes to the Whitmore Library instead of the 
Murray Library. That is his concern. He mentioned the storm water transfers and Mayor Camp 
said that he had discontinued transfers from that fund.  
 
Calvin Noyce  
 
Mr. Noyce said that he had moved here last August and that he is a board member of     



Murray City Neighborhood Meeting 
June 28, 2018  Page 4 
  

 
 
NeighborWorks. He mentioned low income loans and grants that may help people in Murray 
with housing needs. He said this help may be available to residents. 
 
Tom Decker  
 
He was curious if the exempt entities also pay the storm drain fees. The response was that they 
do pay these fees, as well as, residents.  
 
Joshua Jensen  
 
Mr. Jensen said that although he is only 28 years old he realizes the tax rate needs to be 
increased and he is in favor of more police and fire personnel to defend our city and help people 
feel safe. He noted a growth in drug dealers in his area and West Valley City taking Murray 
police due to pay increases. He repeated his support for the tax increase and for additional 
officers to defend our city.  
 
Jerry Fryman 
 
Mr. Fryman noted the courts need to ensure that those who break the law are penalized as 
necessary. He said he had been robbed and caught the perpetrator, however, the police only 
gave him a ticket. The police never went to look for his stolen property. He doesn’t know what 
good it is if the courts do not follow through.  
 
There being no additional citizen comments Mr. Nicponski closed the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 
       Janet M. Lopez 
       City Council Executive Director 
       Murray City Council 
 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved August 14, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


